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EDITORIAL NOTES. 


HE Apostle Paul said in his epis- 
tle to the Romans that he was 
not ashamed of the Gospel of Christ, 
“for it is the power of God unto sal- 
vation to every one that believeth.” 
The “Good News” from heaven re- 
ceived by faith makes new creatures 
of human beings. “Ye must be born 
again” is the word of the Lord to all. 
There is no exception. “All have 
sinned” and all must repent and be- 
lieve that the blood of Jesus Christ 
cleanseth from all sin. “If we say we 
have no sin,” says John in the first 
Epistle, “we deceive ourselves, and 
the truth is not in us.” And he con 
tinues in the next verse, “If we con- 
fess our sins, He is faithful and just 
to forgive us our sins and to cleanse 
us from all unrighteousness.” 

When our Roman Catholic friends 
confess their sins to the priests they 
think they are confessing them to 
God. 


is not 


They are mistaken. 
God. He is a man, a sinful 
man, like others, and it is the greatest 
delusion to imagine that he is differ- 
ent from other men. 


The priest 


No one knows 
this better than the priests them- 
selves. In all the rites and ceremo- 
nies of the Roman Catholic Church 
there is that effectually 
changes the heart. Only the power of 


nothing 


God can change the heart of man, and 
that power is experienced in the Gos- 
pel. 

In the letter Antonio 
Milanesi, the converted priest who, as 


from Rey. 
a Presbyterian missionary is laboring 
among the Italians in the district 
where the great coal strike prevails, 
there is a statement, so modestly put 
forth by our brother, that not one of 
those who have believed the Gospel 
and experienced its power has taken 
part in the scenes of violence and dis- 
order that have attended the strike. 
If all of the miners had accepted the 
“Good News” that Almighty God has 
sent by His Son, the misery and suf- 
fering to which so many have been 
subjected would have been avoided. 
The Roman Catholics—the “foreign 
element” that predominates in the 
coal region—would be as law-abiding 
citizens if they had been taught the 
power of the Gospel, and the griev- 
ances of which the miners complain 
would have been redressed. More 
work, not more legisla- 
tion, or even arbitration by President 


missionary 


Roosevelt, will change the heart of 
the miner; and when the heart is 
changed by the power of God, the 
established 
among operators and miners. 


reign of love will be 
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Catholics Losing Faith. 

Down with the priests, is the cry in 
Catholic the 
present time. Even in Portugal the 
students are active in opposition to 


Roman countries at 


the clericals who have brought the 
country almost to the level of Spain. 
The press dispatches say: 

“The students of the Polytechnic 
School at Lisbon have made frequent 
demonstrations in the streets, shout- 
ing, ‘Down with the Priests.’ ” 

In every Roman Catholic country 
the and the 
Church denies them the privileges of 
free men. 


people want liberty, 


It is only in Protestant 


countries that Roman Catholics can 


enjoy freedom. That accounts for 


the great immigration from papal 


countries to the United States. It is 


larger this year than ever before. 


rhere is, it is true, the laudable de- 
sire to better their condition in a ma- 
terial sense, but the mind, the soul of 


man must be 


the 


against the Roman Church is the ex- 


free, and revolt 
pression of that innate love of liberty. 
The that 
sustained in 


“losses” Church has 


the United States, of 
which the high priests complain so 
mourntully, are 


found in- 


telligent immigrants and their more 


among 


intelligent descendants. Last month 


several persons called at Christ's 


Mission to give expression to their 
revolt against the Roman Catholic 
One, a public official, said, 
“T used to be a Catholic, but I don't 


care about the Church now. 


Church. 


I meet 
many men born in this city like my- 
self of Irish parents, and they think 
as I do. 


only for the money they can get out 


They say the priests care 


of the people.” 


Catholic. 





Romanism a Travesty of Religion. 


that 
who 


It is a fact many Catholic 
have learned to 
despise the priests and have turned 
away from the superstitions of the 
Roman Church, have become indiffer- 
ent to religion altogether. 


in total ignorance of 


young) men 


They are 
Christianity. 
They believe in God in a general 
way, and they respect Christ as a 
wonderful being. But they do not 
know, they have never heard that He 
is their Friend and Saviour to whom 
they can come with mind and heart 
for a better life. “Oh, I am not good 
enough,” said one young man to us 
a few days ago. “I haven't any re- 
I don’t say the prayers 
The 
‘Hail Marys’ and ‘Holy Marys’ and 
prayers to St. Patrick, St. Bridget 
and 


ligion now. 
] was taught when I was young. 


saints Tom, Dick and Harry 


are nonsense. | would laugh to 
myself, if I tried to say them. 
| don’t laugh at others for say- 
ing such prayers, but I don’t 


I never 
from them when I 
used to say them, and J have heard 


believe they are any good. 
got any benefit 
lots of other men say the same thing. 
Yet, these are the kind of prayers the 
the holy 
fathers (the monks), tell us we must 


priests, and especially 
say when we go to church, or want 


to be religious.” 


The Gospel for Catholics. 


We told this young man who had 
much more to say of the travesty of 
religion in the Roman prayers, the 
Gospel story of the man who went 
to church, and when he was near the 
door, realized that he was not good 


So 


he knelt down in the porch, with 


enough to enter the holy place. 


a load of sin in his soul—all that 
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he had ever done that he knew was 
wrong, his sins against God, against 
his neighbor and against his own bet- 
ter nature—and he “God be 
He was 
very much in earnest ; he meant what 


cried, 
merciful to me.a sinner.” 


he said; the words came from his 
heart, and as tells us 
in this parable, that man’s prayer was 


heard, he was justified. 


our Lord 


The ignorance of the Bible and 
even of the elementary principles ol 
Christianity among Roman Catholics 
who may be intelligent and well edu- 
cated, is a constant surprise to those 
who do not know what Romanism 
is. Even nine-tenths of the priests 
are as ignorant of the Bible as the 
people. They may know some verses 
to prove the claims of their Church, 
but they are very few, afd of the 
Bible as a whole, the revealed Word 
of God, nothing. The 
Gospel should be preached to such 
people with the same simplicity and 
directness as it is taught by the mis- 
sionaries in 


they know 


heathen lands. Every 
Christian can be a missionary to 
Catholic 


ances, 


neighbors and acquaint- 
Controversy is not necessary 
to enlighten them. Bring in the 
light of the Gospel and the darkness 


of Romanism will disappear. 


Over-Zealous Friends of Priests. 


The gulf that separates Romanism 


from evangelical Christianity is so 


wide that only those who have been 
brought into close relations with the 
followers of the Pope can realize it. 
Even the priests are densely ignorant 
of any salvation 
through the Church and the sacra- 
ments. 


way of except 


We have had much experience in 
helping priests to come to a knowl 


edge of the truth, and in all our inter- 
course with them we 


our instruction to 
teaching 


have confined 
the elementary 
of Christianity and sought 
to bring them to realize their stand 
ing before God—not their relation to 
the Church, any church or denomina- 
tion, but their relation to Christ—‘‘to 
know Thee, the only true God and 
Jesus Christ whom Thou hast sent.” 
Well-meaning but overzealous friends 
who have gone beyond this simple in 
struction and have pressed upon 
these anxious, inquiring souls the ne 
cessity of church membership and or- 
dinances before they are grounded in 
the faith and are strong in the Lord, 
have been sometimes disappointed at 
the result of their efforts. Only two 
cases of this kind, where harm has 
been done, have occurred in the work 
Zeal for the con- 
version of Catholics, without knowl- 


of Christ's Mission. 


edge of Romanism, needs wisdom and 
patience with great love to accom- 
plish the best results. 


Our Friends, the Tardy Subscribers. 

The end of the subscription year is 
are 
still in a blissful state of forgetfulness 
Mag- 
work 
them 


approaching and many friends 
that their contributions for the 
azine are needed to keep the 
Once more we remind 


going. 
that their forgetfulness causes anxi- 
ety. It is a small matter to them, but 
there are difficulties enough in a work 
like this that has to contend with the 
powers and principalities of the Vat- 
ican, the cunning of Cardinal Gib- 
bons, the bluster of Archbishop lre- 
land and the wiles of the Jesuits, with- 
out being compelled to jog the mem- 
ory of our good friends who have not 
paid the subscription for this year. 


Come over and help us. 
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Back Again to Christ. 


Two years ago last March a young 
priest came to Christ’s Mission from 
the Franciscan monastery at Butler, 
N. J. As he desired to leave the Ro- 
man Catholic Church and learn the 
truths of the Christian religion, he 
was cordially received. 

This young priest, Alphonsus Hau- 
brich, by the addresses he delivered 
at Christ’s Mission, was one of the 
factors in exposing the fraud of the 
“Shrine of St. Anthony,” which had 
been a gold mine to the Franciscan 
monks at Butler for several years. 
The New York Herald for March 
19, 1900, published full details regard- 
ing this subject. The matter was also 
fully reported in the CoNVERTED 
CaTHOLIc for April, 1900. 

The whole Franciscan order was 
aroused by the defection of Father 
\lphonsus Haubrich and they re- 
solved to capture him at any cost. 
Through ways that dark and 
tricks that are vain they succeeded, 
after he had left Christ’s Mission and 
had been for some months a student 
at the Moody Bible Institute, Chi- 


cago. 


are 


The Franciscans sent him to 
Germany, and from there to Jerusa- 
‘em, where he was engaged in teach- 
ing in one of their monasteries until a 
few months ago, when he again en- 
deavored to escape. He succeeded, 
and was helped by an_ evangelical 
minister in the Holy City. From 
there poor Haubrich has written to a 
friend in this city some letters from 
which the following extracts are 
taken: 

As you could see from my previous 
letters, a hot and severe battle was 
going on within me ever since I came 
here, yes and severe spiritual battles 


they were I know that 
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your prayers have led me from dark- 
ness to light, from imprisonment to 
glorious freedom. Finally, I have the 
last, after the most severe conflict 
with the powers of darkness, and I 
have gained it right here in the Holy 
City, within the very precincts of Cal- 
vary, Gethsemane and Olivet. * * * 

Oh Lord! what conflicts I have had 
during many months past; but at last 
the darkness has fled, and the bright 
shining sun of the God-Man Jesus, 
has brought light and comfort and 
peace to my soul. Oh, thank God! 
I am again a free man. Oh precious 
indeed is the blood of the Lamb of 
God that taketh away all sins! I am 
as one awakened from a deep sleep; 
my bonds have been loosened, and I 
seem to be a new man. Oh let me 
stop here, for I cannot stand telling 
you all I experienced lately, and I 
now see, and do believe that God our 
Father answers prayer. 

* * * 

I see it all now. I was to be used 
as an implement to pierce the véry 
depths of all secrecies of Romanism, 
there to behold scenes that would 
make my poor frail nature shudder to 
its very core; but I know in Whom I 
have believed, and that my trust in 
the Almighty was not in vain. 

Oh what a torture it was for me to 
appear in the ‘Roman Catholic 
Churches, at the beautifully deco- 
rated altars, robed and vested in silks, 
gold and precious jewels, but with a 
heart as cold as the street pavements 
in winter. I forced myself to be 
gazed at and admired and to be heard 
by a people who serve God with their 
lips, but not with their hearts or in 
truth. 


Oh, how wearisome and tedious 


was such pompous and un-Christian 
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worship to me! Truly my heart was 
never with the Roman organization, 
nor could it be; and now what bliss- 
ful happiness and consolation I find 
in free access to the Throne of Grace, 
and in attending daily morning and 
evening such Godly and Christian 
prayer meetings and loly services as 
| now enjoy! 
* * * 

Thank God, I am a Christian again, 
redeemed by the precious blood of 
Christ, and the freedom, peace and 
joy that this state of being a child 
of God has brought to my soul, is 
more than I can express in words. 

ALPHONSUS HAUBRICH. 

CHARITY HOPETH ALL THINGS. 
Though such men as Haubrich 
show lamentable weakness in listen- 
ing to the siren voice of Rome and 
in returning to the manner of life out- 
lined by the Apostle Peter in the 22d 
verse of the second chapter of his 
second epistle, we still believe in the 
truth contained in the couplet: 

While the lamp holds out to burn, 

The vilest sinner may return. 
saw the 
spirit manifested in these extracts 
from his letter, we wrote thus to the 
Jerusalem minister: 


when we 


Accordingly, 


New York, September 16, 1902. 

Dear Brother:—It was with some 
interest that I recently heard that 
you had in your school a young man 
called Haubrich who was once in a 
this 
He stayed with us for a short 
time when he left that place, but the 
papal agents, after he left here and 
went to a Protestant seminary, got 
hold of him and took off to 
Europe. 


monastery not very far from 


city. 


him 


I shall be pleased to hear from you 


as to how the young man makes 
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progress both in spiritual and tem- 
poral matters. 


I am sending you some copies of 


our monthly magazine, which | trust 
will interest you, and tell you some- 
thing about this young Franciscan 
priest. 

The Romans will try to catch hold 
of him again, and as he is not of ro- 
bust moral or spiritual fiber, they may 
succeed—for a time. But I believe 
the young man wants to learn the 
truth of God, and serve and love the 
Saviour. This he could not do in the 
Roman Church, and so let us help 
him as best we can, without, however, 
giving him any responsibility or plac- 
ing him in a position where his vacil- 
lation would bring reproach on our 
efforts to convert the Romanists. 

Please tell Haubrich to write to 
me; it was with pleasure I learned he 
had left the Roman Church again. 
Any particulars from you will be wel- 
come to me. 

Praying God to bless you. 

Sincerely yours, 
James A, O'CONNOR. 


————_—_-—_____ 


Another Case. 


In 1896 an eloquent and learned 
priest from the Roman 
Catholic Church in Europe to enter 
upon a work of religious, social and 


withdrew 


political regeneration for the people 
He tried 
at first to do his work within the Ro- 
man lines, but he soon found that this 


to whom he had ministered. 


was impossible, and he was excom- 
municated. After doing good work 
in Europe by preaching and writing, 
and suffering much persecution, he 
came to this country two years ago 
last January. He called at Christ’s 
Mission and was cordially welcomed 


and materially helped to prosecute 
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his work among his countrymen in 
the United States. But, like 
brich, he seduced by 


Hau 


was the wily 


agents of Rome, who feared the pow 


er of his eloquence, and he went to 
live with a Roman Catholic priest, 
who had made him all sorts of prom- 


ises. 


No word was heard from this un- 
fortunate priest by his Protestant 


friends until last month, when he 
wrote saying he was confined in a 
monastery, and that he wanted to es- 
cape from that ecclesiastical prison. 

Under date of August 25, 1902, he 
writes : 

“The Roman Catholic priests who 
had promised to aid me in working 
for the elevation of my countrymen 
did not keep their promises. In fact. 
they grossly deceived me. Under the 
pretext that it was necessary first to 
make a retreat, they sent me to this 
where I have been 


monastery, now 


confined for fifteen months. I was 
told that my case was referred to the 
tribunal of the Holy Roman Inquisi 
tion, of which the Pope himself is the 
prefect ; and two decrees which | have 
received from the Holy See practi 
cally make me a prisoner here. 
“This 


what is called a ‘religious house,’ is 


monastery, besides being 
also an ecclesiastical penitentiary for 
priests who attempt to rebel against 
the authority of the Bishops of the 
United States, or who in any way of- 
fend them. Some priests must re 
here for 
still 
many of the countries of Europe e-- 


main months, others for 


years, and others for life. In 
clesiastical penitentiaries have been 
suppressed, but in the United States 
the Vatican and the Bishops exercise 
the power of life and death over the 


priests. It is the same as the Inqui- 
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sition of the Middle Ages, except that 
in Europe the victims were burned 
at the stake and here they are en 
tombed—‘cloistered’ is the term used 
by the church—and live miserably 
and die of madness or grief. 

“The Superior of this monastery, 
the Rev. —— ——, was formerly con 
demned by the Court of Justice at 
Rome, but he is a feudal lord here. 

“LT wish to leave this monastery as 
soon as possible, but I do not know 
how to proceed. 

The first thing for this man is to 
get out of the monastery as soon as 
possible; he may have to use some 
art or diplomacy or even violence to 
accomplish this, but nothing can be 
done for him till he is the 
lf the gates are kept locked. 
let him write a letter to the Governor 
of the State saying that he is illegally 
confined in that monastery. 


outside 
walls. 


(nce re- 
leased from captivity by his own ef- 
jorts, something could be done by 
sympathizing friends to help him to 
a new start in life. 

When once a priest leaves the Ro 
man Catholic Church, having found 
its doctrines to be contrary to the 
Scriptures, he can never be again 
happy in it—even though he may be 
for a time seduced by the temptations 
of Satan and the wiles of Romanists 
to go back once more into bondage. 
The love of liberty and the wish to 
worship God in spirit and in truth 
will bring him out of that church 
again, 


lf priests knew the Gospel and 
could preach it in the Roman Church 
they would still doubt many of the 
doctrines and condemn the practices 


of that church. 
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Work Among the Italians. 
Che Alliance 
will hold a three-days’ session in the 


Italian Evangelical 
Italian Church in Harlem this month 
when it is expected nearly fifty min 
isters of that nationality will assemble 
We hope 


to give a report of the proceedings in 


for conference and prayer. 
our next issue. Among the members 
of the Alliance are some of our con- 
verted priests, and we had invited the 
Rev. Marcus Mazzucca, of New 
Haven, Conn., and Antonio Milanesi, 
ot Pittston, Pa.. to be the guests of 
Christ’s Mission during the confer- 
ence. Christ's Mission had welcomed 
those brethren when they desired to 
the Catholic Church. 
Mr. Mazzucca will be present, but a 


leave Roman 
letter from Brother Milanesi informs 
us he will be unable to attend, as he 
has to be present at an important 
meeting of the Lackawanna Presby 
tery, of which he is a member, on the 
same dates. 
When Mr. 
Christ’s Mission as a young priest in 
1896 he did not know a word of Eng 
lish. But he 


gent, and in a few months he had ac 


Milanesi came _ to 


was bright and intelli 


quired a fair knowledge of the lan 


guage, chiefly from the study of the 
English Bible. 


Now he is a master 

f the language in speech and writing, 
as his letter shows. 

LETTER FROM BROTHER 

Pittston, Pa., 

My Dear 


| thank you most heartily for your 


MILANESI 
Sept. 24, 1902 
Brother ©'Connor: 

kind invitation, but 1 am unable to be 
in New York for the meeting of the 
Italian brethren. The Presbytery un 
the 
Italian work here is going to have a 
Lake Ariel from the 
sixth to the ninth of October under 


der whose direction I conduct 


conference at 
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the leadership of Dr. Chapman, of 
your city, and it is my duty to be pres- 
ent. As the meeting of the Italian Al- 
liance will take place on the same 
days I should have the gift of ubiqui- 
ty, like St. Anthony, of Padua, of 
Catholic memory, to be present at 
both places. Indeed, | wish | could 
come to you. 

The Lord’s work here is progress- 
We 


members 


ing finely. have in our Italian 


1O4 have all 
come out of the Church of Rome, and 


Church who 
five or six more are going to join 
next week. At every commemoration 
of the Lord's Supper that 
should be added to the 
\nd, mark 
you, none of these Christian converts 


those 
saved are 
Church. Good, isn't it? 
has been implicated in any act of law- 
the 


through which we are passing in the 


lessness during trying times 


great coal strike. If all the thousands 
of foreigners who are working in the 
mines had the Gospel of Christ in 
their hearts there would be no need 
of calling out the State troops in the 
anthracite region to quell disturb- 
ances, watch property and keep order. 
ut Christian America is slow to 
fuily comprehend the importance of 
truth. In 349,000 
Catholics from Italy and. much more 


this two years 


than this from other countries have 
sought the American shores. How 


many men have been engaged to 


bring to them the Gospel? A search 
in this direction would apprise our 
\merican Christians that they engage 
more men to evangelize the heathen 
in Africa and Asia than they do to 
evangelize Americanize the 
United States. It 
seems absurd, yet it is a fact; 


and 


heathen in the 
and 
while hundreds and thousands are en- 


gaged in giving the world at large the 
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and 
spreading 


Gospel and 
the United 
States are fast falling under the yoke 
of Rome. They will find this out in 
May it not be too late! 

[ have followed the work of 
Christ's Mission with the greatest in- 
terest. 


American ideas 


commerce, 


time. 


You are doing a_ splendid 
and 
1 earnest- 
ly hope it will be appreciated at its 


work for the kingdom of God 
the welfare of this nation. 


great worth and that larger means 
will be given to extend it. There 
should be many institutions having 
Christ's Mission as a corner-stone 
which could help men who desire 
the Church until 
they are ready to go out into the 
world and be the 
walks of life. But this is a subject 
that 


to leave Roman 


useful in various 


needs a better pen than mine 
to be brought before American Chris- 
tians. Accept my thanks for all your 
kindness to me. 
Yours sincerely, 
A. MILANESI. 

Dr. Paul Pollach Christ's 
Mission when Brother Milanesi first 
came to be a guest there, 
very helpful to him. Mr. 
had been a young priest in Italy, 
and when he came to New York he 
resolved to leave the Papal Church. 
He endeared himself to all the friends 
he met at the Mission, and they re- 


Was at 


and was 
Milanesi 


joice to learn of his success as a 
Protestant and pastor 
among his brethren in the coal re- 
gions of Pennsylvania. 


missionary 


wee 


A Theologian Converted. 

A very interesting letter was re- 
cently received from the editor of an 
important publication in the Sout} 
referring to his conversion from the 
Roman Catholic Church. 

“I am interested in 


He writes: 
the work of 
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Christ’s Mission, and make respectful 
solicitation for information upon the 
points of vital difference between your 
teaching and that of existing religions 
—especially the Catholic religion. I 
myself have undergone a decided 
change regarding that religion, in 
consequence of research made while 
in the Seminary of San Jose, Monte 
Criste, Ecuador, South America, aiter 
leaving St. Charles College, Ellicott 
City, Md., where I prepared for en- 
trance into the Dominican Order ; and 
going to South America for philos- 
ophy and theology with the intention 
of doing missionary work in that neg- 
lected continent.” 

Conversions from the Roman Cath- 
olic Church are taking place in every 
rank of life. It is the joy of our life 
that letters constantly come to us 
from such friends. 

From Wisconsin: “I am more than 
pleased with Tit CONVERTED CATHO- 
Lic. It gives me great pleasure to 
read its contents, as | was once a 
member of the Roman Church, but 
[ did not then 
know what I know now since taking 
your Magazine. I thank God for it, 
as I feel convinced that I am not lost, 
as the Catholic priest says I am. 


left it some years ago. 


“T hope that Christ’s Mission may 
bring many more to the true religion 
of Jesus Christ, the only true guide.” 


Please find enclosed $2.00 in aid of 
your work, and for the renewal of my 
subscription for the current year. 

I can only repeat what so many 
have said, that there is no publication 
doing so much for the conversion of 
“the Lord’s jewels” in Babylon 
as THE CONVERTED CATHOLIC. 

It is because of its spirit of grace 
and tender compassion that I so much 
admire it, and respect your work 
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THE FRENCH IN NEW ENGLAND. 


ANNIVERSARY OF THE FIRST 
While at Northfield in August, a dedication of our 
letter came to us from Rev. T. G. A. building, the First French Protestant 
Coté of Lowell, Mass., saying, “Next Church 
month (September 16-18) we 


rWENTY-FIFTH FRENCH PROTESTAN1I 


CHURCH. 
with us at the 


erected in New England 
You both delivered addresses on that 


occasion which gave an impetus to 


cele- 
rate the twenty-fifth anniversary of 


REV. T. G. A. COTE, LOWELL, MASS. 


he organization of the First French 
’rotestant Church at Lowell, and we 


arnestly desire to have you with us 
n that occasion. 


the work that God has enabled us to 
follow up. 


The good Father Chini- 
quy has been called to his reward, but 
a you are still with us, and our anni 
'wenty-one years versary exercises would not be com- 
and Father Chiniquy were plete without you.” 


vO vo! 
oC VOI 
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Such an invitation could not be 
refused, and it was with great pleas- 
ure and devout thankfulness to God 
that we attended the silver jubilee of 
this church. Twenty-one years is a 


long period between visits, but we 


were so cordially welcomed by Mr. 
Coté and his people in Lowell, that 
we forgot the interval and entered 
into the spirit of the celebration with 
a joyful heart. 

Mr. Coté has been providentially 
work. From the 


led to do a great 


seed sown by this able and devoted 


minister of Christ in the establish- 


ment of the church in Lowell, thirty 


churches and missions have sprung 


up in New England for the French 
speaking people. Four hundred 
members have been gathered into 
this one church in Lowell, and the 


Kall 


and other towns have been equally 


churches in River, Springfield 
successful in winning souls for Christ. 
As might be expected from the num- 
ber of Canadians in New England, a 
large majority of these members have 
been Roman 


converts from the 


Catholic Church. 

Mr. Cote’s success as a pastor and 
organizer was so marked in Lowell 
that after a few years he was cailed 
by the Congregational Home Mis- 
sionary Society to the larger field of 
organizing churches in other cities. 
In labors abundant, surmounting 
many difficulties, brushing aside every 
obstacle that stood in the way, and 
withal keeping his spirit sweet and his 
heart pure, God blessed the work of 
his servant, and the 


many lrench 


Protestant churches in Massachu- 
setts to-day testify to his zeal, cour- 
It is the Lord’s 


said Mr. Coté in his historical 


age and devotion. 
‘ 


doing, 


address at the twenty-fifth anniver- 
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sary, and to Him be all the praise and 
glory. 

delivered in 
French by Rev. J. Provost, pastor ot 


Addresses were also 


the church in Conn.. 


Mr. 


Coté’s, and by the brothers Rondeau 


Torrington, 
who had been a classmate of 
of St. Hyacinthe, Quebec, and Fall 
Mass., both 
speakers in’ French 


River, equally good 


and English 
Other pastors were also present from 
New Eng 
The address of the editor of 
Magazine 


the Ifrench churches in 
land. 
this delivered on 
Wednesday evening, September 17, 
and as he embraced Mr. Coté at its 


was 


close, the large congregation broke 
into applause for these veteran con 
verts from Rome, who had been 
laboring for so many years for the 
emancipation of their brethren from 
the awful yoke that the Roman 
Church had imposed upon them. 
The Rev. J. M. Greene, D.D., oi 


Lowell, was the only other minister 
present at this twenty-fifth anniver 
sary who had also taken part at the 
dedication of the church, twenty-one 


years ago. The Rev. W. A. Knight, 
of Berkeley Temple, Boston, in an 
eloquent address brought the greet- 
ings of the Congregational churches, 
and a large number of the Lowell 
pastors spoke at the last meeting. 
The veteran secretary of the Congre 
gational Home Missionary Society. 
the Rev. Joshua Coit, was one of the 
happiest speakers at the anniversary. 
He has been the father and provider 
for the churches and missions for 
many years, and his faithful service 
has been acceptable to the 
Head of the Church. 

A pleasing incident of the anniver 
sary was the presentation of a beau 
tiful and valuable gold medal to Mr. 
Coté in appreciation of his work in 
the cause of French evangelization in 
New England. The medal was pre 
sented by Rev. J. Provost in a grace 
ful speech in behalf of the French 
pastors and people. 


greal 
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A GREAT MISSIONARY—A BELOVED FRIEND. 


REV. GEORGE W. CHAMBERLAIN, D.D. 
One of the great apostles of this On the second day of August a 
generation passed 


from earth to message, not unexpected, was flashed 


heaven on August 2 when Dr. George — over the wires from Bahia, telling of 
W. Chamberlain, of Bahia, Brazil, the death of the veteran missionary 
was called away from his work here 


of the Presbyterian Board in Brazil, 





REV. G. W. CHAMBERLAIN, I).D. 


o see the Saviour face to face anden- the Rev. George WW. Chamberlain, D. 
joy the reward of his labor. Whata_ D. 


Thus passes one of the most con- 
vreat missionary 


he was is told by — spicuous figures of the evangelistic 
his associate, Dr. H. M. Lane, in the work in South America—a great, 
‘ollowing article: 


good and heroic man whose work has 
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been visibly blessed of God beyond 
what usually falls to the lot ef those 
who serve Him in mission fields, a 
man to whom was revealed the secret 
of touching men’s hearts. 

The disease which deprives Brazil 
of a friend, and the cause of Christ of 
a valiant advocate, made its appear- 
ance in the latter part of last year; 
but, attaching little importance to it, 
Dr. Chamberlain went on one of his 
long evangelistic tours to the interior, 
covering weeks of travel on mule back 
The trouble 
increased and on his return he con- 
sulted a physician and learned that 
he had a He submitted 
promptly to an operation; very soon 


and of exhausting work. 


cancer. 


another was needed and in April he 
came to New York and was again 
operated upon by one of our most 
skilful surgeons; but it was all of no 
avail, the insidious disease had passed 
beyond the reach of human skill. It 
was our sad duty to tell him of the 
hopeless character of his case. For 
a moment only he seemed a little sad- 
dened. then the old cheerful look 
came back and he was ready for what- 
He said that 
since he must die he wanted to die 
among his 
were made for his immediate return 
to Bahia, and he embarked early in 
June for that port, accompanied by a 
devoted daughter. He reached home 
safely, and passed away surrounded 
by his family and among the people to 
whom he had given his life, and whom 
he loved so well. 

We remember, as if it were only 


ever might happen. 


people. Arrangements 


yesterday, in the early sixties, the ar- 
rival in Rio of a young student, who 
had come on a sailing vessel, by order 
of his physician, the late Dr. Agnew, 
to rest his eyes. He brought a note 
of introduction, and we took him at 
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once to our intimate friend, young 
Simonton, the pioneer missionary of 
the Presbyterian Board. A _ close 
friendship sprung up, and instead of 
two, there were now three friends— 
all young Americans, with different 
plans, whose lives were to be blended 
in unexpected ways. The friendship 
thus formed was to be broken only 
by death. 

Young Chamberlain gave himselt 
to the work of winning Brazil for 
Christ, with all the enthusiasm of an 
impetuous, ardent nature. Wife. 
children, friends, means, all the en- 
ergy of his nature, were swept into 
the campaign. 

The story of his life, when written, 
will make an inspiring book, and will 
cover the essentials of the history of 
the. Presbyterian Muission in Brazil. 
Through Rio, S. Paulo, Parana, 
Bahia, Sergipe, and part of Minas, he 
is the best known of American mis- 
sionaries, and the indelible evidences 
of his work are found all over this vast 
area. He may be justly called the 
builder of churches and the founder 
of schools. 

Of great courage, matchless enthu- 
siasm and 
versed the dangerous regions of the 
interior on mule back, before the 
days of railways, and though repeat- 
edly stoned, driven from the towns, 
and threatened with death, he in- 
variably returned and delivered the 


tireless energy, he tra- 


message, won hearts, and churches 


grew up in his wake. 


A wise and sympathetic counsellor 
to those in trouble and deeply be- 
loved and trusted by all who knew 
him, he was a high type of the true 
missionary, the peerless evangelist, 
the pioneer and pathfinder. He car- 


ried into darkened lives the undying 












hope and the sure promises of the 
Gospel of Christ. The Brazil mission 
has received a severe blow. 


———_.- 


A Guest at Christ’s Mission. 


We had known Dr. Chamberlain 
for many years, and during his visits 
to New York he spoke frequently at 
the meetings in Masonic Temple and 
at Christ’s Mission. 

When he came here three years ago 
the first greeting he received at the 
rooms of the Presbyterian Board was 
a cablegram from Brazil announcing 
the death by 
daughter whom he had left in perfect 
health in Bahia only a few weeks be- 
fore. She teacher in the 
schools he had established in Bahia, 
and like the other members of the 
Chamberlain family 
good works. It was a great shock to 
the father to learn that while he was 
at sea his beautiful daughter who was 
so devoted to her Christian work was 
suddenly translated to the eternal 
home. 


fever of a_ beloved 


was a 


was active in 


But another shock awaited the ten- 
der-hearted father. 
another cablegram came saying the 
youngest son, a manly boy of eigh- 
teen, had followed the daughter to the 
house not made with hands, eternal in 
the heavens. The grief-stricken father 


Six weeks later 


was a frequent visitor at Christ’s Mis- 
sion during the days that followed 
this second visitation. He had lov- 
ingly sympathized with the Mission 
family in the sad circumstances of the 
departure of the boy Luther, the 
“Little Doorkeeper” of the Mission, 
and he found comfort in the fellowship 
of a common experience. 

Though his heart called him back 


to Brazil to comfort the sorrowing 
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mother who had been his loved com- 


panion for 
Chamberlain 


thirty-five years, Dr. 
detained in New 


York by business relating to his work, 


Was 


and as there was a prophet’s chamber 
in Christ’s Mission, he was invited to 
occupy it. For six months he con 
tinued a member of the Mission fam 
ily, and his presence there was a ben 
ediction to all. Especially were the 
priests who came to the Mission at- 
tracted by this apostolic man. He was 
a courteous, cultured gentleman, 
charming in manner and conversa- 
tion and a Christian who daily walked 
with God. Never will the memory of 
those days of sweet converse be for- 
gotten by those who were privileged 
to be associated with Dr. Chamber- 
lain in the intimacy of private life. 
The Rev. Dr. George Alexander, of 
the Place 
Church, this city, was one of his dear- 


University Presbyterian 
est friends, and like all his ministerial 
brethren he speaks of him as an apos- 
tolic man. 

When Dr. Chamberlain came to 
this city last spring suffering from the 
fatal disease, he went to the Presby- 
terian Hospital for treatment, but he 
was in constant touch with Christ's 
Mission to: the last. The Presbyter- 
ian Board of Missions was most solic 
itous for his welfare, but all the love 
of devoted friends availed not, and he 
returned to Brazil to die among his 
people whom he had blessed by a 
ministry of forty. years. He was as 
cheerful and gracious as ever as we 


bade him 


farewell on the 


steamer, 
though the friends assembled there 
knew that his days on earth were few. 
When the steamer reached Bahia he 


wrote the following letter: 
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DR. CHAMBERLAIN’S LAST LETTER. 


S. S. “Tennyson,” 
: June 21, 1902. 

My Dear Brother and Sister O'Con- 

nor: 

Your 
were “‘a cup of cold water to a thirsty 
soul” which the Lord will recompense. 

We came safely to port at 10 P. M. 
last night, and now, at 8 A. M., I have 
the joy of seeing my wife and children, 
who have come aboard to take me off. 
Accept their thanks with mine for 
We would be 
glad indeed if we might welcome you 


loving kindnesses to me 


your many kindnesses. 


for a good long visit. 

| trust this will find you all well, 
and that George will have recovered 
health, and be filled with the life-giv- 
ing Spirit to guide him in every de- 
cision as to the future. 

Mrs letter from 
Northfield reached me by special de- 
livery after I had gone to bed and 
fallen asleep. 


O'Connor's 


The nurse thought | 
should receive it without delay, so | 
had the pleasure of the affectionate 


salutation to that 


remind me the 


Lord watches over us while we sleep. 


We had a very comfortable pas- 
sage, and every attention the 
feel 


, except in the spot, that I am 


from 
ship’s surgeon, Dr. Jenkins. | 
so well 
hoping in the Lord of Life to prolong 
my life Yours faithfully, 
G. W. CHAMBERLAIN. 

The tollowing letter Miss 
Helen E. 
panied her father from New York to 
Brazil, 


from 
Chamberlain, who accom- 
returned to 


when lh that 


country, will be read with interest: 
BauiA, BRAZIL, August, 1902. 

My Dear Mr. O’Connor: 
Ever 


death I have 


intended to write you though I have 


since father’s 


no doubt that you received the news 
of his death soon after it was sent to 
the Board. 

We could not grieve for him for we 
elt that it was a blessed release for 
him, for every day the disease was 

painful, and was 
spreading so that his eyes, throat and 
mouth were becoming badly affected. 
He showed a courageous and beau- 
tiful spirit through it all, and I often 
marvelled at his great patience. 
Many in Brazil will keenly feel his 
loss, for | think that father during his 
life here had won many hearts. 


becoming more 


lather was able to keep up and 
about until within four or five days 
of his death. He always enjoyed his 
walks and early morning sea-baths. 
He was bright and cheerful to the 
end, and we rejoice to think that he 
is at last free from pain and sorrow, 
and happy in the 
Lord. 

[ hope that you and Mrs. O’Con- 
Mother sends her 
kind regards to you both and thanks 
you for your kindness to father while 


presence of his 


nor are well. 


he was in the States. 
Yours sincerely, 
HeELEN E. CHAMBERLAIN. 
Besides the widow, two sons and 
two daughters, all engaged in mission 
and educational work in Brazil, sur- 
vive our friend. 


te - 


Dr. George C. Seibert. 


A great scholar and a sound evan- 
gelical minister departed last month 
when the Rev. George C. Seibert, 
D).D., died at sea on his return jour- 
ney from Europe. Dr. Seibert was 
the president of the German Theo- 
logical Seminary, Bloomfield, N. J., 
and editor of the German publications 


of the American Tract Society. As 
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a scholar he was interested in the 
great Roman Catholic question, and 
was well versed in the literature on 
the subject. We met him frequently 
in his office in the Tract 
Building, and his 
inspiring. 


Society 
conversation was 
He reminded us of the 
Reformers of the sixteenth century 
by his charming and evangelical 
spirit, and his sympathy for those 
who had come out of Rome to follow 
Christ, greatly endeared him to us. 
He was true to the word of God and 
the principles of the Reformation, and 


we shall miss our learned friend. 
antici 


The Conversion of Catholics. 

A letter has been received from a 
Roman Catholic priest in which he 
asks for some copies of THr Con 
VERTED CATHOLIC, and he also sends 
a letter that was sent to him in a copy 
of this magazine 

The letter reads thus: 

“My Dear Sir :—Are you a true be- 
lever in Jesus as your Saviour? If 
the 
peace the world cannot give, neither 


you are, then you have peace 
can it take it away. 
for the Holy Spirit daily. 
Pray as you study your Bible. 
“Write to Rev. J. A. O'Connor, 142 
New York 
He will be glad to hear from 
Ask for a copy of THE Con- 
VERTED CATHOLIC 


will send one to you free, if you ask 


“Pray 


W. Twenty-first street, 
city. 
you. 


magazine. He 


him for it 

“Pray for the Pope, that he may 
know Christ as his Saviour.” 

Though this letter had no signa- 
ture, it was evidently written by some 
one who was really anxious that the 
priest to whom he wrote should enjoy 
the full light and joy of the Gospel. 
And if only a hundred out of all the 


readers of this magazine and those 
who are really interested in our work, 
were to write only one such letter 
every week, who the 
glorious results that might reasonably 


be expected to follow? 


can estimate 


The great need of Roman Catholics 
is to be brought face to face with 
Jesus Himself as their Saviour, and 
Him direct 


to pray to Christian 


friends would often receive a patient 


hearing from Roman Catholics whe 
could not be induced at first to gotoa 
Protestant Church, and they would 
read this magazine if it were offered 
to them in a courteous manner. 

A friend in Chicago, in sending the 
name and address of a new subscriber, 
that Mrs. 
Catholic, the 
Lord using my wife to bring her to 


says: “I might mention 


- is a converted 
Jesus, as well as some of the mem 
bers of her family.” 

After all has been the 
undoubted value of sermons and re 


said about 
ligious literature, there can be no 
question that the work of the indi 
vidual Christian who seeks to bring 
people to Jesus, one by one, produces 
great results. It will be enough here 
that 


Saviour bv his 


to remind readers Peter 
led to the 


\ndrew 


Was 


brother 


\nd perhaps the greatest need of 
the one Church Universal to-day is 
that the Lord should raise up a host 
zealous Andrews, whose 
shall be their 
wisdom and their zeal by their tact. 
like 


verted, if Christ be lifted up before 


of earnest, 
energy 


equalled by 


Catholics, others, can be con- 


salvation be 
When 


ourselves, we 


them, and the wav of 
made plain and clear to them. 
we know that way 
should love to have others walk there- 


in with us 
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THE ORACLES OF GOD. 


SERMON PREACHED BY REV. 


PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, 
“What advantage then hath the Jew? or 
what profit is there of circumcision? 
“Much every way: chiefly, because that 
unto them were committed the 
God."’"—Rom. iii: 1-2 


\WV \VING banners and volleys ot 
firecrackers, great and small, 


remiui 


oracles of 


anniversary of a 
Fourth 


day of a great 


event. The 
1776, was the birth- 
nation. 


great 
ft July, 
This noisy 
celebration of American Independence 
has its special lessons for us all. 

The American nation surely has a 
the 
super- 


mission in 


2Teat and 
We 


natural call like the ancient people of 


peculiar 
world cannot claim a 
Israel. but 


His pr 


aegree, 


we can claim that God, in 
yvidence, has, to a wonderful 
marked us out as a people of 
whom He expects great things. As 
the seer of Patmos saw in his visions 


a woman driven into the wilderness 
by “a great red dragon,’ so the true 
Church of was driven into the 
wilderness of this Western World by 
the great red dragon of spiritual des- 


potism, 


God 


found the 
But 


the great red dragon still pursues the 


and here she has 


place prepared of God for her. 


Church, and persecutes her as seen in 
the vision. 

lo her has indeed been given the 
two wings of a great eagle that she 
might fly away into the wilderness 
into her place, but the serpent is cast- 
ing out of his mouth waters as a flood 
after the Church, that he may cause 
her to be carried away oi the flood. 
Happy is it for us that the earth helps 
the Church, for the earth absorbs a 
great part of the flood, which the dra- 


GEORGE 
CARLISLE, 


us that we are passing the 


NORCROSS, D.D., IN 


JULY 6, 


THE SECOND 


PA., 1902. 


gon casts out of his mouth after her. 
But it is still true that the dra- 
gon is wroth with the woman and with 
the remnant of her seed, which keep 
the commandments of God and have 
the testimony of Jesus Christ. 

I have chosen from the writings of 
the apostle Paul a text which points 
out the most distinguishing character- 
istic of God’s ancient people. You 
cannot but observe that the apostle 
regards the possession of “the oracles 
of God” as the greatest advantage 
conferred upon the ancient Covenanted 
People; and if you reflect a moment 
you will perceive that this advantage 
is also ours in a pre-eminent degree. 
While the Bible has been chained in 
the cloister throughout the most of 
Christendom, it has been free to our 
people from the very first. If, there- 
fore, we study the advantages which 
the Jew had, we shall the better un- 
derstand and appreciate our own 
blessings as a people. 

It can hardly be necessary to spend 
much time in explaining why the 
apostle used this language. It is 
enough to say that in the two former 
chapters he has proved both Jews and 
Gentiles to be alike under sin. It is 
true that they had enjoyed different 
degrees of light, but they had equally 
by their conduct verified the saying of 
our Lord that ‘“‘men love darkness 
rather than light.” The justice ot 
their condemnation must be apparent 
to all, for alike they knew better than 
they did—they “held the truth in un- 
righteousness.” The existence of God 


is so manifest in the light of nature 
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that the Gentile was without excuse 
when he turned aside to the worship 
of dumb idols, or indulged himself in 
vices and crimes against which his own 
conscience uttered an indignant pro- 
test. 

But was the 
Jew, who, with censorious reproaches, 
condemned in others his own darling 
sins, and impudently claimed for him- 
self, as the favorite of heaven, an im- 
munity in sin which he denied to 
However, to this unwelcome 
doctrine that “there is no difference, 
for all have sinned and come short of 
the glory of God,” Paul knew the Jew 
would make the most strenuous op- 
position, and it is to the first of these 
indignant objections that the apostle 


no less inexcusable 


others. 


is giving an answer in the text. 

The Jew would fall back upon his 
covenant relations with God, and say: 
“Are we not the children of Abraham? 
Have we not the sign and the seal ot 
the covenant upon us? Is all this to go 
for naught? Did not great Moses in 
his parting blessing say: 

Happy art thou, O Israel: 

Who is lik 


the Lord? 


unto thee, O px ople saved by 


What advantage then hath the Jew, 
1 what profit is there of circumcision, 
if with all other people we stand con- 
dlemned before God?” 
It is to 


tle that 


the calm reply of the apus- 
now invite your attention. 
He does not for a moment deny the 


distinguishing privileges of the pe- 


culiar people of God. It is asked: 
“What advantage then hath the Jew?” 
Paul replies: “Much way, 
chiefly because that unto them were 
committed the oracles of God.” 


every 


My object at this time is to invite 


your attention to some of the advan- 
tages resulting from the possession of 


the Scriptures. It must be evident 
that the force of the apostle’s argu- 
ment is quite as applicable to us as to 
the ancient Jew; for if the unfinished 
canon of Scripture, which is found ir 
the Old Testament, was a precious 
heritage to the ancient Church, much 
more must this perfect rule of faith 
and practice, which we have in the 
Bible, be to us. Therefore, whether 
applied to ancient Jew or modern 
Christian a high degree of privilege 
and obligation will ever be suggested 
by the assertion, “Unto them were 
committed the oracles of God.” 

But forth in a 
single discourse the advantages which 
must accrue to any people from the 
possession of the Word of God? A 
just estimate of 


how shall we set 


those advantages 
would require that we should take a 
full survey of our Christian civiliza- 
tion and classify and catalogue its 

Nothing 
It will be 
deemed sufficient to merely indicate 


every distinctive element 


so ambitious is proposed. 


a line of thought, without entering 
into a minute survey of the immense 
province which here lies open before 
us. 

As a nation is made up of individu- 
als, whatever elevates the individual 
must benefit the nation. This furnishes 
the key to the whole subject. Let us 
then consider the glories of Ameri- 
can citizenship in the light of this 
principle. 

I. 11 


HAT 


Wi iN ; : ONED 
MOK AI \\ Kil \ Pil 
FOUNDATION Ot AL. EACELLENCI 
OF CHARACTER. Other attainments 
but serve to render the want 
of integrity conspicuous, and what- 
ever tends to promote and strengthen 
personal virtue is a blessing not only 
to the individual, but to society and 
the world. 
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THE ORACLES OF GOD. 


\ SERMON PREACHED BY REV. 


PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, 
“What advantage then hath the Jew? or 
what profit is there of 
“Much because that 
unto them were committed the 


God."’- om. ili: 1-2 
] \VING banners and volleys ot 
-_ 


+ 


hrecrackers, great and small, 


circumcision? 
every way: chiefly, 


oracles of 


} 
us that we are 
rv Ol a great 
July, 


vreal 


1776, was the birth- 
This noisy 
celebration of American Independence 
has its special lessons for us all. 

The 


nation. 


American nation surely has a 
great and 


We 


call like the ancient people of 


peculiar mission in the 


worl cannot claim a_super- 
natural] 
Israel, but 


His pr 


degree, 


we can claim that God, in 
vidence, has, to a wonderful 
marked us out as a people of 
whom He expects great things. As 
the seer of Patmos saw in his visions 
wilderness 
great red dragon,” so the true 
Church of God 


a woman driven into the 
by a 
was driven into the 
wilderness of this Western World by 
the red dragon of spiritual des- 
and 


great 
found the 
But 


the great red dragon still pursues the 


potisi here she has 


place prepared of God for her. 


hurch, and persecutes her as seen in 
the vision. 

lo her has indeed been given the 
two wings of a great eagle that she 
might fly away into the wilderness 
into her place, but the serpent is cast- 
ing out of his mouth waters as a flood 
after the Church, that he may cause 
her to be carried away of the flood. 
Happy is it for us that the earth helps 
the Church, for the earth absorbs a 
great part of the flood, which the dra- 


GEORGE 
CARLISLE, 


passing the 


event. lhe 


NORCROSS, D.D., IN 


JULY 6, 


THE SECOND 


PA., IgoO2. 


gon casts out of his mouth after her. 
But it is still true that the dra- 
gon is wroth with the woman and with 
the remnant of her seed, which keep 
the commandments of God and have 
the testimony of Jesus Christ. 

[ have chosen from the writings of 
the apostle Paul a text which points 
out the most distinguishing character- 
istic of God’s ancient people. You 
cannot but observe that the apostle 
regards the possession of “the oracles 
of God” as the greatest advantage 
conferred upon the ancient Covenanted 
People; and if you reflect a moment 
you will perceive that this advantage 
is also ours in a pre-eminent degree. 
While the Bible has been chained in 
the cloister throughout the most of 
Christendom, it has been free to our 
people from the very first. If, there- 
fore, we study the advantages which 
the Jew had, we shall the better un- 
derstand and appreciate our own 
blessings as a people. 

lt can hardly be necessary to spend 
much time in explaining why the 
this language. It is 
enough to say that in the two former 
chapters he has proved both Jews and 
Gentiles to be alike under sin. It is 
true that they had enjoyed different 
degrees of light, but they had equally 
by their conduct verified the saying of 
our Lord that “men love darkness 
rather than light.” The justice ot 
their condemnation must be apparent 
to all, for alike they knew better than 
they did—they “held the truth in un- 
righteousness.” The existence of God 
is so manifest in the light of nature 


apostle used 
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that the Gentile was without excuse 
when he turned aside to the worship 
of dumb idols, or indulged himself in 
vices and crimes against which his own 
conscience uttered an indignant pro- 
test. 

But inexcusable was the 
Jew, who, with censorious reproaches, 
condemned in others his own darling 
sins, and impudently claimed for him- 
self, as the favorite of heaven, an im- 
munity which he 
However, to this unwelcome 
doctrine that “there is no difference, 
for all have sinned and come short of 
the glory of God,” Paul knew the Jew 
would make the most strenuous op- 
position, and it is to the first of these 
indignant objections that the apostle 


no less 


in sin denied to 


others 


is giving an answer in the text. 

The Jew would fall back upon his 
covenant relations with God, and say: 
‘Are we not the children of Abraham? 
Have we not the sign and the seal ot 
the covenant upon us? Is all this to go 
for naught? Did not great Moses in 


his parting blessing say: 


Happy art thou, O Israel: 
Who is like unto thee, O pe 
the I ord: 


ple saved by 


What advantage then hath the Jew, 
1 what profit is there of circumcision, 
if with all other people we stand con- 


? 


demned before God: 
It is te 
tle that | 


the calm reply of the apus- 
now invite your attention. 
He does not for a moment deny the 


distinguishing privileges of the pe- 


culiar people of God. It is asked: 
“What advantage then hath the Jew?” 
Paul “Much every 
chiefly because that unto them were 


replies : way, 
committed the oracles of God.” 

My object at this time is to invite 
your attention to some of the advan- 
tages resulting from the possession of 


the Scriptures. It must be evident 
that the force of the apostle’s argu- 
ment is quite as applicable to us as to 
the ancient Jew; for if the unfinished 
canon of Scripture, which is found ir 
the Old Testament, was a precious 
heritage to the ancient Church, much 
more must this perfect rule of faith 
and practice, which we have in the 
Bible, be to us. 
applied to ancient modern 
Christian a high degree of privilege 


Therefore, whether 
Jew or 


and obligation will ever be suggested 
by the assertion, “Unto them were 
committed the oracles of God.’ 

But forth in a 
single discourse the advantages which 


how shall we set 
must accrue to any people from the 
Word of God? A 


those 


possession of the 


just estimate of advantages 
would require that we should take a 
full survey of our Christian civiliza- 
tion and classify and catalogue its 
Nothing 
will be 
deemed sufficient to merely indicate 


every. distinctive element 


so ambitious is proposed. It 


a line of thought, without entering 
into a minute survey of the immense 
province which here lies open before 
us. 

As a nation is made up of individu- 
als, whatever elevates the individual 
must benefit the nation. This furnishes 
Let us 
Amer!- 


can citizenship in the light of this 


the key to the whole subject. 


then consider the glories of 


principle. 
I Ir wins 


PHAT MOKAI \\ RTI LIES I rit 


HARDLY B LCESTIONED 


FOUNDATION (1 ELLENCI 


OF CHARACTER. Other attainments 
but serve to render the want 
of integrity conspicuous, and what- 
ever tends to promote and strengthen 
personal virtue is a blessing not only 
to the individual, but to society and 
the world. 
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Now, whatever criticism the Bible 
may have provoked by its claim to di- 
vine authority, and by its opposition to 
human passions, the purity and sub- 
limity of its morals are unquestioned. 
So true is this that with scarcely an 
exception the most bitter enemies of 
the Bible profess to admire its moral 
excellence, and generally propose, by 
accept its 


a kind of eclecticism, to 


ethics, though rejecting all the rest. 

That was the well-known position 
of Thomas Jefferson. He was deeply 
imbued with the popular French infi- 
delity of his time. He approved the 
moral precepts of our Lord, but would 
listen to no story of His miracles. In 
this spirit he attempted to make a New 
restament for himself, by extracting 
the moral precepts of Jesus and throw- 
We may pity 
the conceit and irreverence of the man, 


ing all the rest away. 


must thank him for his ad 


mission that the morality of the New 


but we 


lestament is worthy of all admiration. 


lhe truth is, he knew more about hu- 
man rights than he did about divine 
revelation. 

There was manifested a beautiful 
“fitness of things’ when the converted 
brahmin, Sheshadrai, ' rebuked an 
\merican eulogist of Buddhism, and 
reminded the erratic preacher of Bos- 
ton that if he knew more about the 
subject he would have less respect for 
Men 


who know little or nothing of the actu- 


the teaching of Sakya Muni. 


al facts in the case may talk flippantly 
about the pure morality found in false 
religions; but when brought to the 
inspired test, “by their fruits ye shall 
know them,” the emptiness of all such 
claims is painfully manifest. 

lle has but a very narrow knowl- 
edge of heathen literature, ancient or 
modern, moment 


would for a 


who 
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compare the moral purity of our 


Christian civilization with any other. 
But even the literature of a people 
will not furnish an infallible test of 
their morals; for all experience goes 


to show that men may write like saints 
and live quite otherwise. To the cor- 
ruption of morals in heathen lands we 
have the combined testimony of liter 
ature, religion and public custom—we 
have the observation of travelers, the 
testimony of missionaries, and the con- 
It all 
goes to prove that “where there is no 
vision When, 
therefore, he was about to enumer- 
privileges of 
the people of God, the apostle might 
well point significantly to the Sacred 
Scriptures and say, “Chiefly because 
that unto them were committed the 
God.” <As_ very 
related to the 


fessions of their own people. 
the people perish.” 


ate the distinguishing 


oracles of closely 
advan 
with the pos- 
session of the Word of God, we may 
mention. 


Il. An 


WHICH 


moral 


tage which comes 


INTELLECTUAI 
INVARIABLY 


PROFTI 
FOLLOWS 
“THE 
WoRD GIVETH LIGHT.” 


UPON 
ITS DIFFUSION, 
or THY 


FOR ENTRANCI 

To show the intellectual advantages 
which flow from a knowledge of the 
sacred Scriptures, we might pursue 
either of two lines of argument—we 
might either show that the Bible con- 
tains the elements of a heavenly wis- 
dom, and is itself a source of life and 
light to those who accept it, so that 
must bring 
a blessing with it; or we might 
take the opposite method, and 
show that as_ certain effects 
invariably follow upon the free 
circulation of the Bible, we could as- 
sert that its influence is found to be 


good, that it quickens the intellectual 
powers of the race. 


wherever it goes it 















(1.) Let us examine the Bible as 
a cause and see what might reason- 
ably be expected from its free distri- 
bution and study. To those who 
accept the Bible as the Word of 
God, it is the end of all dispute on 
many subjects of fundamental impor- 
tance to the race. 


Mr 
Philos phy,” 


Lewes, in his “History of 
declares that “Meta- 
propounds three questions: 
Has human knowledge any absolute 
certaintv? What is the nature of 
God? What is the origin of the 
world ?” 


physics 


Now, it is the gist of his work that 
Philosophy never was able to answer 
these fundamental questions; that age 
after age, these queries engaged the 
powers of the most subtle and power- 
ful intellects; that the master minds 
of antiquity at last gave up these 
questions in despair, saying that these 
problems could never be solved, and 
then gave themselves up to the dreari- 
est skepticism, and called that the 
highest wisdom. 
from the 
futile efforts of the philosophers to the 
of the Bible, 
sense of relief we experience! Here 


3ut now, when we turn 


sober teaching what a 
these problems of philosophy which 
any child may start, but earth’s great- 
est philosopher cannot answer, are 
all solved in a manner consistent with 
the dignity of the themes, and the de- 
mands of our enlightened reason. 
For 


“Has human knowledge any absolute 


example: Philosophy asks, 
certainty ?” And the oracles of God an 
swer, “Secret things belong unto the 
Lord our God, but those things which 
are revealed belong unto us and to our 
children.” In other words, there is a 
knowledge which is possible for us, 


and there is a knowledge which is too 
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deep for us, and in view of which we 
must reverently exclaim, “Even so, 
Father, for so it seemed good in Thy 
sight.” 
Philosophy asks, 
nature of God ?” 


“What is the 
and, bewildered with 
its own speculations, either answers 
that he is the “Great Unknown,” or 
assails us with a perfect Babel of dis- 
cordant answers, in which we may dis- 
tinguish every shade of doctrine from 
polytheism to pantheism. But when 
we turn to the Scriptures, the answer 
is clear and emphatic, “Hear, O Israel, 
the Lord our God i§ one Lord;” or 
again, “God is a spirit, and they that 
worship Him must worship Him in 
spirit and in truth;” or again, He is 
“our Father in Heaven;” or again, 
“God is light” and “God is love.” 

If now we turn to the third quers 
which Metaphysics propounds, “What 
is the origin of the world?”’—a ques- 
tion on which modern science is spend- 
ing for 


much labor 


naught—here 
again the Bible is equally clear and 
satisfactory. “In the beginning God 


created the heavens and the earth,” 
or still more definitely, “In the begin- 
ning was the Word, and the Word was 
with the Word 


made by 


God, and was God. 
Him and 
without Him was not anything made 


that 


All things wer: 


was made.” It is possible that 


Science may some day be able to ver- 
ify that Scripture, but it can do no 
more. 

Now the high vantage 
ground which they occupy, who ac- 
cept the inspired teachings of God's 
Word on these three great puzzles to 
the wisdom of this world! No time 
is spent in the endless word-war of 
those who, turning aside from the 
clear revelation of God, go blindly 
“seeking the living among the dead,” 
and “professing themselves to be wise, 
become fools.” 


observe 
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If these are the most interesting 
and important questions that can en- 
gage the attention of man, and such 
from their life-work, would 
seem to be the unanimous suffrage of 
all the and 


modern, it must be manifest at once 


as seen 


philosophers, ancient 
how valuable must be that revelation 
which answers all these queries with 
There fi re, 
contents of revelation 


authoritative 
from the 


certainty. 
very 
we are warranted in concluding that 
it confers amazing intellectual ad- 
vantages upon the people to whom it 
is “committed.” 

If you insist that these three ques- 
tions are not exhaustive of the prob- 
lems which have engaged the atten- 
tion of philosophy, and if you wish to 
add three more, “What is the origin 
man immortal?” and 
“Can God forgive sin?” I shall not 
remark that the 
Scriptures also offer the most plausi 


of evil?” “Ts 


object, but only 
ble and only authoritative answer to 
these questions ever attempted. 
From all this, would it not be rea- 
sonable to expect that the people for 
whom these questions of fundamental 
importance absorbing interest 
had been authoritatively settled with 
a Divine sanction, would be immeasur- 


and 


ably advanced beyond those who spent 
their few days in this world in vain at- 
tempts to solve problems too deep for 
Would we not that, 
lifted by a divine wisdom at once to 


them? expect 
that high plane of certainty on these 
questions of absorbing interest to hu- 
manity, they would be free to prose- 


cute other plans, to engage in other 


studies, and to practice the duties in- 


volved in a clear knowledge of their 
relations to the universe of Being? 
You see this is practically what Ba- 


con advised in hjs “Novum Organon.” 


He was a Christian philosopher, and 
he said in substance to the wise men 
of his day: “All your metaphysical 
speculation on these inscrutable sub- 
jects amounts to nothing; now give 
it up and apply yourselves to the study 
of nature.” The advice seemed good 
to many, and modern science is the 
result. 

We see, therefore, that when these 
questions are accepted by a people as 
answered by the authority of God him- 
self, we might expect the  ablest 
minds to give themselves up to the 
study of questions which they are ca- 
pable of solving. 

(2.) But do the facts warrant this 
theoretical view? In _ other 
do the effects, 
might fairly be expected, really fol- 
low when the Oracles of God are com- 
mitted to a people ? 


words, 
which we see 


We confidently challenge an examt- 
nation. Do not the Christian states 
and empires march in the forefront 
of human enlightenment at this, the 
beginning of the twentieth century ? 

We do confidently believe that an 
acquaintance with the revealed will of 
God on all moral questions has given 
to Christian nations their well-known 
prestige in the world. We do con- 
fidently believe that this is the reason 
why they have outstripped in the race 
of progress all other nations, whether 
ancient or modern, which may be des- 
ignated pagan and idolatrous. 

Nay, more; we challenge a com- 
parison between Protestant and Papal 
lands. It is not less than two hundred 
and fifty years since the Bible has been 
in the hands of the common people in 
Protestant lands, and God has veri- 
fied His promise, “Them that honor 
Me, I will honor, and they that de- 
spise Me shall be lightly esteemed.” 













Compare Great Britain with Spain, 
Germany with Italy, the United States 
with Mexico and South America, and 
tell us what has made the difference? 
We trace this pre-eminence of Prot- 
estant lands to the universal dissemi- 
nation of the Word of God. 

If you wish to find the full de 
velopment of the principles of civil 
and religious liberty, if you seek for 
ample security of property, for an 
even-handed justice, for the rebuke of 
coarse vices, for the cultivation of so- 
cial virtues, for a free public educa- 
tion, for a Christ-like care of the suf- 
fering, you must go to the lands where 
“the Word of the Lord has had free 
The his- 
tory of the last two thousand years 
clearly shows that the Word of God 
is “identified with whatever is fine in 


course and been glorified.” 


policy, lofty in morals and permanent 
in greatness” among the nations. 

If, then, we were about to sum up 
the intellectual 
character, which God in His provi- 


advantages of an 


dence has conferred on Christian 
lands, we should feel constrained, with 
Paul, to point to the sacred Scriptures 
and say: The people of these lands 
blest “chiefly because that unto 
them were committed the Oracles of 


God.” But now let us advance a step. 


are 


III. MAN’S ETERNAL INTERESTS 
\RE MORE IMPORTANT THAN HIS 
WELFARE IN THIS WORLD. And 
if the Bible is profitable for the 


life that now is, much more is it profi- 
table for the life which is to come. It 
must be evident that if man is an im- 
mortal being, his moral and _intel- 
lectual welfare in this world cannot 
be compared for a moment in im- 
portance with his preparation for 
Heaven. 


Since man is here a fallen and sin- 
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ful being, he must undergo a radi 
cal transformation before he can be 
admitted into the companionship of 


? 


saints and angels. It has pleased God 
that this radical change, by which we 
become “meet to be partakers of the 
inheritance of the saints in light,” is 
only to be accomplished through th 
instrumentality of the Word: for 
“Faith cometh by hearing, and hear 
ing by the Word of God.” And Peter 
testifies that we are “born again not of 
corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, 
by the Word of God which liveth and 
abideth forever.” And in perfect con 
sistency with this, the Master prayed 
for His “Sanctify 
through Thy truth, Thv 
truth.” 


disciples, them 


Word is 


Now it is true that the Word alon 
would eftect wondrous 


change of the new birth, nor would it, 


never this 
alone, carry on the soul-transforming 
work of sanctification. 
pleased God that 


But it has 
these two causes 
should go together and work together, 
the one as the efficient, and the other 
as the instrumental cause. It is the 
Spirit’s work to convince of sin, 
righteousness and judgment, but He 
does it through a belief ot the truth 

We and properly 
make a distinction between the spiri- 
tual influences of the Word and the 
quickening Holv 
Spirit, but practically they cannot be 


may logically 


influences of the 


separated; where the one the 


other will be found, and if it is said 


goes 


that men are only converted by the 
Spirit of God, it is just as true that 
thev are only converted by the story 
of the Cross. 

But there is another question which 
must force itself upon the attention 


of all thinking men, and that is, “Can 


God forgive sin? 


Is there any power 
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that can wash away the stain of mur- 
ler from Lady Macbeth’s hand?” The 
Bible is the only book in the world 
that answers this question to the sat- 
isfaction of both Reason and Con- 
science 

Plutarch argued that a man must 
work out his own expiation in the 
but the Bible 
“God can be just and yet 
that 
and the Church says in her 
creed, “I believe in the forgiveness of 
Only eternity, therefore, cau 
disclose all the advantages bestowed 


prison-house of Hades; 
tells us, that 
justify the 


sinner believeth in 


Jesus,” 


sin.” 


upon a people unto whom are “com- 
mitted the oracles of God.” 

ut if the Word of God 1s thus 
salutary in its influence on men for 
time and etern.ty—in its influence, 
moral, intellectual and spiritual, what 
inferences must be readily suggested 
by the whole subject ? 

1. The Sacred Scriptures are of 
God. 

There is a wonderful self-eviden- 
cing power in the Bible, which, while 
it may be called in question like all 
moral truth, yet, like all moral truth, 
carries conviction to the unprejudiced 
mind, or to the honest seeker after 
truth It 


lignant human heart to impute sin to 


was possible for the ma- 


the spotless Son of God, and to refer 
His good deeds to the agency of the 


Prince of the devils; it is possible 
for men to slander their own mothers, 
if they are base enough, and so it is 


Bible 


bring railing accusations against its 


possible to vilify the and to 
immaculate purity: but the sun will 


continue to shine in the heavens 
though men insist that it is covered 
and so the Bible 
continue to shine though men “put 


larkness for light and light for dark- 


with “spots,” will 


ness’”—and though they unblushingly 
confess that they “love darkness rather 
than light.” The moral influence of 
the Bible wherever it has been freely 
circulated proves its divine origin. It 
is a moral sun forever shining in the 
heavens of God. 

2. Another inference is that the 
Scriptures ought to be in the vernacu- 
lar of the common people and in the 
hands of all. 

This was clearly the position of the 
whole church during all the early ages 
of the Christian era. The history of 
versions or translations into the com- 
mon speech of the people is one of the 
most curious and interesting chapters 
in the history of the Christian Church. 
It was only after the Western or Ro- 
man Church felt herself in conscious 
antagonism with the Bible that she 
began to discourage and forbid the cir- 
culation of the Scriptures in the com- 
until the 
twelfth century that this foolish and 


mon tongue. It was not 


despotic position was taken by the Ro- 


man Church. But the simple power, 
the homely directness, and the per- 
suasive eloquence of the holy oracles 
of God show they are intended and 
suited to the common heart of 
manity, and are to be read by all. 

I need hardly remind you that in 
various ways the Church of Rome dis- 
parages the Bible. 
complete 


hu- 


She says it is in- 
and needs to be supple- 
mented by tradition ; that it is obscure, 
and needs to be explained and inter- 
preted by the priest. It is easy to see 
the far-reaching consequences of these 
two assertions, and how they play into 
the hands of a corrupt priesthood. 

I shall not stop to explain why the 
Roman Church has taken this position. 
But 


when we remember that to the 


Romanist the Church is governed by 










the priesthood as a close corporation, 
which has usurped all authority and 
power in this apostate system, it is 
manifest what irresponsible power it 
puts into the hands of the hierarchy. 
The laity can absolutely know nothing 
for themselves. The right of private 
judgment is absolutely denied, and 
they must give themselves up body 
and soul to the dictation of the priest- 
hood. It does not suit such a system 
to give the keys of spiritual knowl- 
edge into the hands of the people. It 
would be dangerous to the little plans 
of the priests, and so they cover up 


the Word and 


glosses until they merit the reproach 


with their traditions 
and woe which our Lord hurled at the 
Jewish priesthood: “Ye shut up the 
Kingdom of Heaven against men; for 
ye neither go in yourselves, neither 
suffer ye them that are entering to go 
in.” 

3. A third that the 
Scriptures ought to be studied. 


inference is 
The Bible is not a charm. It never 
claims to work in a magical manner. 
It is not to be laid up in a shrine and 
worshiped and trusted as an idol. Its 
presence in the house will not keep 
away evil spirits; its muttered words 
will not cast out devils, or stop the 
flow of blood. The Bible should be 
judged upon its own merits and tried 
by its own claims. It can only mold 
the life by being brought into living 
contact with the mind and _ heart. 
Those who wilfully neglect its study, 
therefore, must be ignorant of its 
teaching and strangers to its power. 
To neglect His oracles is to dishonor 
God. His command is: “Search the 
Scriptures.” 

4. It is the duty of those to whom 


the “oracles of 


(God have been com- 
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mitted” to hold the trust as stewards 
for the rest of the world. 


To our people this is a 
duty. 


peculiar 
What causes our own country 
to differ from Mexico and the repub- 
lics of South America? The true an- 
swer is, a history surcharged with th 
principles of the oracles of God. 
prosperity and our perpetuity depend 
on the knowing and accepting of this 
inspired wisdom. 


Out 


The eternal prin 
ciples of justice drawn from the Word 
of God are embodied in our Constitu 
tion and wrought into the very texture 
of our laws. The source ot these prin 
cipals we should publish to the world 
There is not an American principk 
worth dying for which cannot be 
traced to these holy oracles of God. 
American institutions 
growth of a day. The 


are not the 
this 
great tree, under whose branches the 
oppressed of all 


seed of 
nations are wel 
comed, was first planted in the Old 
World and watered with the blood of 
When the fires 
of persecution became too hot, that 
tree of liberty 


saints and martyrs. 


was transplanted to 


these western shores, where it has 
been watched and guarded with a vigi 
lance unceasing. 

{ am not surprised that many patri 
otic sons of America think the Chris 
tian foundations of our institutions en 
dangered by the ignorant pauper 


hordes that are daily dumped upon our 


shores. Their ignorance and base 
ness are truly appalling. Many 
of them are steeped in_ infidelity 


with the wildest 
And 


ideas of 


and = saturated 


theories of Socialism. what 


wonder ? Their only 


the Christian religion derived 
from that awful caricature of Chris 
tianity, the Church. That 


was the cause of Voltaire’s infidelity 


are 


Romish 
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Ife grew up in the atmosphere of 
lrench Romanism, and he said: “If 
that is Christianity, the less we have 
f it the better.” 
| do not wonder that many of you 
jealous of the constant interfer- 
ence of the Roman Church with our 
free school system. Our liberties are 
closely connected with the intelligence, 
virtue and patriotism of our people. 
Neither intelligence, virtue 


nor pa- 


in the hands of the 


triotism are safe 


Romish priesthood. If you wish to 


see what America would become in 
their hands, look at Mexico, the South 
Philippine 


lands of 


American republics, the 


] j 
Islands, 


and the Papal 
wonder that many a patri- 


of America is filled with a 
noble enthusiasm to maintain and per- 
petuate the inheritance of his fathers. 
Such men distrust and despise the low 
selfish teachings of Communism, 
which seeks to deliver this fair land 
over to the demon of Anarchy; but I 
charge you to be equally jealous of the 
machinations of Jesuitism, which seeks 
to bring our people under the spiritual 
lomination of a foreign potentate. 
man can safely predict what may 
be in the future; but even if we could 


—if we knew like Paul before the ship- 
ech 


> | 
< that not a soul would be lost— 


would still be our duty, like him, to 
exercise the most vigilant care that no 
man be allowed to shirk his duty, or 
to steal away with the only reasonable 
means of safety for the living freight- 
age or our great Ship of State. May 
God grant us all wisdom in the present 
emergencies of our great nation, and 
save the heritage of our fathers! 

lf the question is asked to-day, 
What advantage then hath the Ameri- 
can? or what profit is there in Ameri- 


can citizenship. I would answer, 
“Much every way; chiefly, because 
that unto them are committed the 


Oracles of God!” 
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A YEAR IN ST. MARGARET’S CONVENT. 


CHAPTER XXVI. 


Groups of anxious passengers crowded the decks of the steamer , as 
she approached the citv of New York, on the morning of May 25, 18—. With 
strained eyes and palpitating hearts, they watched as the various objects of 
interest became successfully visible, and by impatient word or gesture, many 
betrayed the anxiety with which they waited the moment of debarkation. 
How various the feelings which agitate the throng! Some, by long wander- 
ing in foreign lands, have learned the depths of that amor patrie which makes 
us.turn to home with the intense longing of a child for its mother, and ex- 
claim with the poet: 

“The isles of Greece, the hills of Spain, 
The purple heavens of Rome, 
Yes! all are glorious, yet again 
I bless thee, land of home!” 

Some have never trod these western shores; they have left the father- 
land, and are looking with undefined solicitude to their future in the untried 
scenes before them. Others, with .>ved ones waiting, are pondering on the 
mutability of life, and anxiously ask, 

“Since I last these scenes surveyed, 
Who have in the tomb been laid?” 

None were more excited than Mr. and Mrs. Chamberlain, who stood 
among the crowd. Although less than a year had elapsed since they left 
their home, they felt as if the separation from their children had been muclr 
longer; and as the time of meeting drew near, every hour seemed doubled 
which delayed it. Wearisome, indeed, to the returning traveler, are the vari- 
ous and seemingly frivolous impediments to landing, and vexatious the tedi- 
ous examinations at the Custom House; but all having been at length ac- 
complished, our travelers were comfortably established at —— Hotel. 

The day being Saturday, Mr. Chamber!ain was fortunate in arranging 
his business so as to allow them to leave early in the ensuing week for home, 
and on Sunday morning, along with many others, they entered —— Church. 
A feeling of home and security crept over Mrs. Chamberlain, as she took her 
seat in the house of God, where the service was conducted in a manner more 
familiar to her than she had for a long time witnessed, and with devout 


thankfulness she joined in the worship; but when the preacher, a tall, spare, 


spiritual-looking man, rose and repeated in a solemn and impressive manner, 
his text, “Bring them up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord,” het 
heart beat quicker: it seemed as if he spoke directly to her. He explained 
the solemn responsibilities of parents, and continued, “I shall confine myself, 
in the remainder of this discourse, to pointing out one of the instances in 
which parents violate this command of God. 
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“The case to which I allude is the indifference manifested by Christian 
parents to the character, morals and religious sentiments of the instructors 
of their children. The most prominent candidates for public patronage in 
this work of education in our country, of late years, are individuals and eccle- 
siastical orders in the papal Church. Everywhere throughout our land their 
schools are coming into competition with those erected and governed by Prot- 
estants, at such reduction of prices, and with a zeal that manifests a desire 
to get, at least, a large proportion, if not an entire control of the education 
of the country. The vows resting on you as Christian parents make it obli- 
gatory that you examine carefully the claims of these instructors; their ca- 
pacity to impart useful knowledge; their doctrines, sentiments, and lives, 
that you may be able to judge whether they are likely to bring up the 
children of Protestant Christians ‘in the nurture and admonition of the Lord.’ 

“Our first inquiry is into the doctrines held by these teachers; that is, 
by the papal Church. 


KHOW 


The Christian parent, lying under a solemn vow, must 


whether the instructor of his child holds the essential truths of the 
Christian religion. 


The papal system of doctrine was never set- 
tled until the Council of Trent, which closed its sessions in 1564. Previous 


to this, councils had dealt very much in formularies, and they had defined and 
changed, affirmed and condemned, in so many different ways, that it was no 
very unusual thing for that to be rank heresy in one section of the Church that 
was orthodox in another; and opinions of every shade and hue were held by 
dilierent teachers in that communion. The Protestant controversy com- 
pelled Rome to settle her faith, and the great and last General Council con- 
vened at Trent in 1545 for this purpose. Their decrees having been confirmed 
by the Pope, according to the doctrine of that Church are infallible and un- 
alterable. The explanations of doctrine given are sufficiently extended to 
enable us now to know what is the faith of that Church, and hence our opinion 
may now be fairly made up. 

The motto of Protestants since the dawn of the Reformation 
has been ‘the Bible alone.” The moment this is departed from, we open the 
flood-gate to all manner of error. The decree passed by the Council of Trent 
at its fourth session, declares the Old and New Testaments, the Apocrypha, 
and traditions of the Church to be of equal authority in faith and manners. 
It adds, ‘whoever shall not receive as sacred and canonical all these books, 
and every part of them, as they are commonly read in the Catholic Church, 
and are contained in the old Vulgate Latin edition, or shall knowingly and 
deliberately despise the aforesaid traditions, let him be accursed.’* Do Prot- 
estant parents keep their vow to God and the Church when they commit 
their children to instructors who not only receive a different rule of faith, but 
are bound to curse them and their children for holding ‘the Bible alone’? 

‘The doctrine of justification by faith has ever been the peculiarly cher- 
ished doctrine of the Protestant Church. | Luther pronounced it ‘the doctrine 
by which the Church stands or falls.’ It teaches us that our justification 
is alone through the merits of Christ. The Scriptures teach ‘The just shall 


*Cramp's Council of Trent, pp. 54, 55. 
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live by faith.’—'Being justified freely by His grace, through the redemption 
that is in Christ Jesus..—‘Therefore being justified by faith, we have peac 
with God through our Lord Jesus Christ.’ Now hear the Council of Trent: 
Canon II].—Whosoever shall affirm that men are justified solely by the im- 
putation of the righteousness of Christ, or the remission of sin, to the ex- 
clusion of grace and charity, which is shed abroad in their hearts, and inheres 
in them: or that the grace by which we are justified is only the favor of God, 
‘let him be accursed.’ ”’ . 

The preacher then quoted the 12th, 18th, 24th, 25th, and 26th canons, 
ali setting forth the unscriptural doctrines, “that man can keep the whole 
law of God, and that the righteous deserve everlasting reward for their good 
works,” and proceeded to examine the canons upon the doctrine of the sacra- 
ments, which he showed to be equally unsound, continuing: “The recital of 
doctrines here from their own standards will, we trust, be sufficient to awaken 
an inquiry upon this subject which cannot but result in the conviction that the 
plan of salvation drawn by Rome from the Bible, the Apocrypha, and tradi- 
tions of the Church, is entirely different from, and directly opposed to, that 
which Protestants draw from ‘the Bible alone.’ 

| have said nothing in this examination of the monstrous doctrines of 
indulgences, purgatory, prayers for the dead, the worship of the Virgin, 
saints, relics, and the adoration of the wafer, all confirmed by the Council of 
Trent, because, though no one can conform to them without sin, they do not 
go into the very vitals of the way of life. Yet it must be matter of grave in- 
quiry with every Protestant parent, since all their pupils are required to assist 
in their religious services, whether he is performing his vow to God, whilst 
he permits his child to pass through these idolatrous services, and to have his 
mind filled with the hopes of gratifying sinful inclinations with impunity, 
whicin these doctrines foster.” 

Then, after stating that the Jesuits, or Society of Jesus, were the prin- 
cipal educators in the Roman Church, the speaker went on to give a brief his- 
tory of that order, and the cause which originated it, drawn from Professor 
Ranke and other undoubted authorities, and then concluded: 

“Here then is a society or ecclesiastical order, originated for meeting the 
emergency produced by the Reformation, and fundamentally adapted to meet 
the struggle with Protestantism, pushing forward with an unprecedented suc- 
cess, and answering most perfectly the end of its institution by controlling 
education. Arrived at the plenitude of power, they become the arch-intrigu- 
ers in all countries, and are finally suppressed through the influence, not of 
Protestants, but Roman Catholic sovereigns, for seducing the youth, and form 
ing conspiracies for the overturning of established governments. By the 
light thus thrown by history upon this order, can any one be at a loss to 
solve the mystery of their operations in our country now? The movements 
are precisely the same; the actors governed by the same constitutions; the 
ends aimed at the same, as we shall see by the brief statements we have to 
make in bringing that history to the present time. The revolution in France, 


and the wars of Napoleon which succeeded and brought the Pope and almost 
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all Europe to his feet, utterly precluded for the time any action on the part 
of the papacy. The supremacy was gone, and the Pope became a prisoner of 
the Emperor in the palace of Fontainebleau. But no sooner had the tide 
turned, and the allies became the victors, than the grasping ambition of the 
pontiff revived. Pius VII had scarcely reached Rome on his return from his 
prison, before the decree reviving the order of Jesuits, properly termed the 
‘Janissaries of the Pope,’ was iSsued in 1814. Again they are swarming in 
every Catholic country of Europe, have crept back in the face of the decree 
against them in France, and are building their colleges in England, Switzer- 
and, and the United States, and by the education of youth, again counter- 
working Protestantism. 


“To control the countries and mold their governments to suit their own 
purposes, and reduce the whole to the spiritual domination of the Pope, is 
the end for which their order was originated; for which, when suppressed, 


+ 


it was revived; and consequently, for which it now lives and acts. That 
they will involve this land in troubles and conflicts is just as certain as that 
like causes produce like effects. Where is the American parent, not to say 
the Christian under vows, who, knowing these facts, will turn over his child to 
be trained up by men who will use him afterward as their tool, to ruin the lib- 
erty, civil and religious, which our fathers transmitted, a priceless boon, to us? 

“The special candidates for patronage in the instruction of your daugh- 
ters are the orders of the Ursulines, the Visitations, and the Sacred Heart; 
orders shown by Professor Michelet, in his late work, to be peculiarly under 
the spiritual direction of the Jesuits, and the last a creation of their own, com- 
posed of women enthusiastically engaged in the work to which they have 
vowed, and blindly obedient to the will of their confessors and spiritual guides. 
They are satisfied of the infallible truth of the destructive doctrines we have 
rehearsed, and sure that the curse of God rests on the parents of the children 
they are educating, and hence bound, by every feeling of benevolence, to sep- 
arate the child from the baneful influence of the parent and infuse their own 
dogmas into her mind. What is a promise not to interfere with your child’s 
religion worth under such circumstances? How long think you would they 
‘ontinue their self-denying labors in a Protestant community if they were as- 
sured the result must be the making of all their pupils firm and decided Prot- 
estant Christians? Yet this is the end you are bound by your vow to seek in 
an instructor for the child God has committed to you. 

“The instruction given in these convents and seminaries is liable to all 
the objections belonging to the Jesuit schools. The teachers in three-fourths 
of the cases are unqualified for their work; and that lack entails itself; for 
each succeeding generation of teachers was taught by the one preceding it. A 
modern language or two may be well taught, for the teachers are mostly for- 
eigners; the English rudiments may also be pretty correctly imparted, and 
some ornamental, showy branches thrown over the whole to hide its meagre- 
ness. But the things that form the character, and make useful, intelligent 
wives and mothers, fitted for the stations they are about to occupy in society, 
will be wholly: wanting, for the simple reason that they are things no ciois- 
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tered nun can from experience know, and hence can never impart. It will be 
weil, in closing this subject, to look at the consequences that result from the 
violation of this precept. 

“God knows what is in man, and has formed his government and all his 
iaws with reference to this end. Our own experience fully confirms the truth 
that on the training depends the character and after life of the child, and hence 
teason assents to the propriety and necessity of the precept, and leads us to 
look for disastrous consequences if it is neglected. The fulfilment of the 
solemn vow taken by Christian parents upon the baptism of their children, is 
the condition upon which rests the blessings contained in God’s covenant to 
Abraham: ‘I will be a God unto thee, and to thy seed after thee.’—‘The child- 
ren of thy servants shall continue and their seed shall be established before 
thee. —‘He that feareth the Lord, his seed shall inherit the earth.’—These 
‘ovenant blessings have no mysterious sense; they will be realized so certainly 
as covenant is kept with God. But if you break covenant, failing in the per- 
formance of your vow, you lose all claim to the promised good. Your 
children lose the advantages of these promises through your sin. Thus, 
parents sin not alone, but by casting off their duty to God, He casts their 
children off from His covenant, and generations unborn feel the effects of 
their neglect of duty. O parents! have mercy upon your children—be not 
destitute of natural affection—secure to them, as you may, God’s covenant 
Llessings, that He may be their Father and their God! 

“Another consequence is found in the utter ruin of family peace. The 
domestic circle is God’s appointed refuge from the toils and perplexities and 
sorrows of life. The domestic altar is the dearest and sweetest shrine at 
which man’s offerings are made ; where those most loved on earth present to- 
gether their morning and evening vows to a God of love, but trust their 
sons and daughters to those who are under vows to estrange them from you 
and your religion, and who are conscientious in performing their vows, be- 
cause they believe they will do God and your children service, and your do- 
mestic peace is gone. There will be secrets cherished in the breast of your 
child that he will not reveal to you, and your altar will be an abomination in 
his sight. Your home will be filled with discord; and the God of your fathers 
will be forsaken. 

“By indifference to this precept, and consequently by committing your 
children to the commissioned emissaries of the Roman Church, you give your 
patronage, your money, and what is worse, the energies of your own offspring, 
to build up a politico-religious system, designed to pull down the institutions of 
freedom under which you live. The head of that Church is a temporal prince ; 
the form of government absolute monarchy; he claims univers: spiritual em- 
pire, and uses the spiritual to build up and extend the temporal. His most 
efficient agents are the Jesuits, and their mode of accomplishing his purposes, 
the education of youth. By this method they subdued Germany, France, a 
large part of Switzerland, and reigned with despotic sway for two hundred 
vears in Italy, Spain, and Portugal. They have always advanced by attach- 
ing the youth of the country to their cause, and selecting the most talented 
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to fill their own ranks as co-workers. The scheme is wise, the means 
weil adapted to the end, and the whole machinery is in operation in your 
midst; and you give your sons and daughters into their embrace. If, before 
your head is silvered over and laid in the grave, you find them destroying the 
temple of liberty and of your God, you need not feel surprised; it is a con- 
sequence invoked by your own acts. 

“Lastly, the destruction of the souls of your children, unless God's grace 
prevents, is a consequence. You place them under influences where the light 
of truth will be shut out from their minds, and a false system presented for 
their belief; if they receive it, they have embraced an error that destroys the 
soul; if they reject it, you have seared their consciences by exposing them to 
a system of superstition and idolatry, bearing the name of the Christian re- 
ligion, and thereby tempting them to reject the Bible and all religion in their 
hearts. The absurdities of the papal faith made deists of Voltaire and his 
companions, and has made infidels of hundreds wearing the priestly garb this 
day in their own communion; and such are its natural tendencies. 

“Let these consequences be fairly examined; see if they do not legiti- 
mately flow from the evil held up to your minds to-day, and may God enable 
you to act aright in view of the responsibility he has laid upon you.” 

This discourse was delivered with all the touching earnestness and sim- 
plicity characteristic of the speaker, and with the solemnity of one who fully 
realized his responsibility in the charge of souls. Mr. Chamberlain some- 
times cast a furtive glance at his wife’s face, where he saw the tears chasing 
each other down her cheeks. Service ended, they departed from the 
house of God with others, who perchance had felt the scourge as well. Not 
a word was spoken, neither had aught to say that might encourage the other; 
they could but wait and hope, and every obstacle to their departure being 
overcome, the hundreds of miles that intervened were rapidly passed over. 

Arrived at W——, they lost no time in hastening to the Convent of ——, 
where they were ushered in by the identical nun with the grotesque bonnet 
who had met them on a former occasion. Mrs. Chamberlain, however, had 
become accustomed to such ridiculous garbs in the numerous orders of nuns 
she had seen in foreign countries, and this one scarcely excited a smile. 

“The Misses Chamberlain we would see,” said Mr. Chamberlain, nerv- 
ously. 

“Chamberlain,” repeated the nun, deliberately. 

“Yes, Marcia and Lucy Chamberlain.” 

“OQ, yes; walk in; I will tell the Mistress-General ;” and she led the way 
to the reception-room. The Mistress-General soon appeared, and very soon 
after Marcia and Lucy were in their parents’ arms. 

Mrs. Chamberlain wept, and Marcia wept, and Lucy was wild with ex- 
citement and joy. Mr. Chamberlain felt immeasurably relieved. The very 
joy of their children at their return seemed a guarantee that all was well. He 
began to think that they wére very foolish to let useless misgivings deprive 
them of much.pleasure in their travels. When greetings were over, and the 
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glad excitement had a little subsided, he announced his intention to take the 


giris home with them. Mother Cherubina said it wanted so short a time to 


vacation, and it was so important for them to finish the session, that she 
would suggest that they should remain to the close: she knew it would be a 
hardship after so long a separation, but considering their profit, would it not 
be best to make the sacrifice ? 

Mr. Chamberlain looked at his wife, but before she had time to speak, 
Lucy, who had heard the proposal, sprang to her feet, much excited. 

“Take us home, mother, take us home, if you do not wish us to become 
Roman Catholics. I tell you we shall, if we stay here any longer. They say 
they do not influence us, but it is influence all the time, a pressure I cannot 
bear; and although I do not believe a word of it, I shall be obliged to become 
a Roman Catholic just to get peace.” 








The rapidity and excitement with which Lucy delivered herself prevented 
any interruption, while all looked at her with astonishment, and of course, 
with varied feelings. 







‘Please explain yourself,” said the Superior, sharply. “I know not what 
you mean.” 

Lucy was silent—shocked at her indecorum, she stood abashed. 

“Please explain yourself, my child,” said Mother Cherubina, more bland- 
ly, reasured by her silence. “If anything has happened to annoy you, you 
should have complained to me. 





I am always ready to redress a grievance 
that is made known to me. Why did you not come to me?” putting her hand 
caressingly around her. 




















Lucy was a frank, open disposition herself, and abhorred deceit in others ; 
moreover she was a little wilful, and liked to speak her mind sometimes, as 
she said; and now, urged by the Superior, she answered: “I have not only 
been required to study Roman Catholic books, but often urged to become a 
Roman Catholic, as the only way to save my soul. As I would not consent, 
my sleep has been disturbed by noises and apparitions which I believe were 
gotten up to frighten me into doing what I knew was wrong.” 

‘But why did you not come to me?” said the Mother. 

“Because I believed these things were not done without authority,” 
answered Lucy. 

“You have been deceived by your fancies, my child,” said the lady. 
“What possible interest could any here have in making a Catholic of you?” 

“T don't know,” said Lucy; “I only know that these things were done, 
and they try to make Catholics of all the girls.” 

“Come,” said Mr. Chamberlain, impatiently, “get your things, girls, and 
let us be gone.” 

“I trust you will not depart with an unfavorable impression of our 
school,” said the Superior. “I am sure some naughty girls have been playing 
on the fears of Lucy.” 







“You promised us no religious influence should be exerted over our 
children,” said Mr. Chamberlain. 


“And none has been, I assure you. 





If any Protestant pupil here, at- 
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tracted by the beauty and holiness of our worship, wishes to receive religious 
instruction,” glancing at Marcia, “it is only given at her own request.” 

“And not at the request of her parents,” said Mr. Chamberlain, bitterly. 

“If you had not confidence in us, why did you place your children with 
us?” 

“Because I was foolish enough to believe in your professions,” said the 
father, losing his courtesy in his wrath. 

“If young ladies under our care appreciate the advantage of becoming 
acquainted with the doctrines of our Holy Church, we cannot help it,” said 
the Superior, deprecatingly. 

“Of course not.” 

Marcia was silent during the interview, and all were relieved by the girls 
going to prepare for their departure. 

The small fees had been all paid in advance; but some additional items, 
now handed to Mr. Chamberlain, he found brought the amount to about the 
same he would have paid had he left his children with Mrs. Hackley. “So 
much for this piece of economy,” said he. 

While the trunks were made ready, with which the girls had little to do, 
they took a hurried leave of their companions, to whom Lucy's generous 
qualities had greatly endeared her, and with whom Marcia, too, enjoyed a sort 
of pre-eminence. Marcia also had a short conference with the Superior. 

Seated in the carriage which conveyed them to the station, Lucy’s joy 
knew no bounds. “I am so glad, I am so glad,” exclaimed she, as she looked 
out, “it is the last time I shall see those hated walls! It has been the longest 
year I ever passed;” and she kissed her mother again in an ecstacy. 

Marcia was unusually silent, and her face wore a perplexed and troubled 
look, which Mrs. Chamberlain observed. “She is more thoughtful than Lu- 
cy,’ she said to herself, “she has felt our absence greatly, I am afraid: it is 
natural she should not be so gay.” 

“The heart knoweth its own bitterness, and a stranger intermeddleth not 
with its joy,” saith the preacher, and the sisters were verifying his words. De- 
lighted as Lucy was at again seeing her beloved parents, there was yet 2 
spring of joy in her heart uncommunicated to any, while Marcia hid in her 
bosom a secret which she dared not reveal, and which rankled there and 
brought the tears to her eyes as she received the caresses of her fond and con- 
fiding parents. 

During the bustle of settling down at home again nothing happened to 
mar Mr. and Mrs. Chamberlain’s gratification. The girls were grown a little, 
but not much changed; if Marcia was not so talkative and entertaining as 
formerly, Lucy was equally so, and seemed to have an extreme tenderness and 
consideration for her sister which they had not observed before. 

Sunday came, and when they were all ready for church, Marcia was not 
there; but Lucy said she was complaining of headache and begged to be ex- 
cused going out to-day. The next week passed, and when Sunday came, 
Marcia again pleaded indisposition. “This is strange,” said Mr. Chamberlain, 
who was strict in requiring his household to attend church, on Sunday at least. 
“This is strange; Marcia has been quite well during the week. What is the 
matter?” Lucy did not know—she was lying down. 

. (To be continued.) 





